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Born to Read: Early Literacy Choices for Babies and 
Toddlers was created by children’s librarians and 
professionals in the state of South Carolina coordinated by 
the South Carolina State Library. A special thanks to those 
who shared their experience including Philip Burt who 
helped compile the recommendations. More information 
about the Every Child Ready to Read program of the Public 
Library Association can be found at 
http://everychildreadytoread.org. The South Carolina 
State Library also provides resources on the South Carolina 
Day by Day family literacy activity calendar website at 
http://daybydaysc.org. 

These books are available in the public libraries of South 
Carolina. Look for more books and other authors at your 
local library.

Make time to read to 
children every day!

Born to Read: Early Literacy Choices for 
Babies and Toddlers

Five Every Child Ready to Read Practices
The original Every Child Ready to Read program emphasizes the 
six early literacy skills of print motivation, vocabulary, narrative 
skills, phonological awareness, print awareness and letter knowl-
edge. In the new ECRR second edition, the focus is placed on the 
�ve simple early literacy practices of talking, singing, reading, 
writing and playing. Two broad sets of skills are emphasized in the 
new edition: decoding and comprehension.  Parents can integrate 
the practices into daily activities to help their children develop 
early literacy skills and get ready to read. Public libraries have 
many resources that can be used to put the �ve practices into 
action. 

Parents have an important role as a child’s �rst teacher. Teaching 
parents and other caregivers everyday practices is the best way to 
support the early literacy development of their children.

1.  Talking: Talking with children helps them learn new 
words, recount stories, and stretch conversations. 
Responding to your child helps extend the conversa-
tion. “Yes, bananas are fruits. We do, indeed, have 
bananas in our garden.” 

2.  Singing: Singing (including rhyming) is a natural way 
to learn language. It helps children learn to hear the 
smaller sounds in words that are critical to helping them 
read later on. Clapping to rhythms of songs helps 
children hear the syllables in words. 

3.  Reading: Reading together is the single most e�ective 
way to help children get ready to read. Shared reading 
develops vocabulary, comprehension and an enjoyment 
for reading. Asking your child questions as you read is 
one way to engage in shared reading.

4.  Writing: Reading and Writing go together. Writing 
helps children learn about letters and their sounds, and 
recognize that print has meaning. Scribbling and 
drawing are both forms of writing.

5.  Playing: Play is one of the primary ways children learn 
about language. When children make up stories using 
puppets, this is a form of play. Learning about the world 
through play helps children get ready to read.
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